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ABSTRACT

Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) in India playas important role in transfer of Agricultural technology. The KVK Pali
Marwar in Rajshan of India was established in 1992 to carry out activities for the farmers of the area. Therefore, the
present investigation entitled “Behavioural Changes of Farmers through Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK)” was
designed with the objectives to find out the existing level of knowledge on various activities, attitude towards
various activities and skill developed among  the farmers by KVK. Knowledge, skill and attitude are the three
components of behaviour but here the paper examines the change in knowledge and attitude of farmers. The study
was conducted in purposively in Pali district of Rajasthan. The block SOJAT CITY, out of total ten blocks in the
district was identified on the basis of maximum activities carried out by KVK during the preceding five years. Five
adopted Villages were selected from the identified panchayat samiti (Sojat City) on the basis of maximum activities
carried out by KVK as evident from KVK records. Likewise five non adopted villages were also identified from the
same panchayat samiti as control group, where no activities were initiated by KVK. Thus, in all 10 villages (5
adopted and 5 non-adopted) were included in the study comprising of 150 respondents (i.e., 75 beneficiaries and
75 non-beneficiaries). The major findings of the study were that exactly 50.00 per cent of respondents possessed
medium level of knowledge, whereas 26.66 per cent respondents were reported to be from low knowledge group.
This was followed by 23.34 per cent respondents who could be placed in high knowledge group. Knowledge of
respondents was assessed under two major aspects i.e., knowledge about general aspects and knowledge about
various activities of KVK. It was interesting to note that a fair majority of respondents (86.50%) were found
acquainted with KVK and the purpose for which they were established. Similarly, majority of them (79.5%) were
aware of the operational area for each KVK. As regard to knowledge about TOT activities, majority of respondents
(75.75%) knew well about demonstration, its purpose, and types of demonstrations. Farmers fair and vichar
goshthis(Discussion forum) had also attracted the attention of majority (74.75%) of respondents. The Study also
revealed that 42.00 per cent of the total respondents had favourable attitude, followed by 41.33% least favourable
and 16.67% most favourable attitude towards activities of KVK.
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The progress in agriculture to a large extent
depends on the quick and effective dissemination of new
agricultural practices among the farmers and feeding
back the farmer’s problems to the research station for
their solution. Krishi Vigyan Kendra (Farm Science
Centre) evolved in the year 1974 by the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research (ICAR), New Delhi. KVK
performs on farm trials, front line demonstration,
vocational training of farmers, farm women and rural
youths, in-service training of grass root level field
functionaries etc. Rajasthan is the pioneer state in which
first KVK was started in Fatehpur Shekhawati in Sikar

district in the year 1976.  According to Rathore, 2005,
at present a total of 31 KVKs are working in the state
of Rajasthan, out of which 10 KVKs are working under
the administrative control of Maharana Pratap University
of Agriculture and Technology, Udaipur, six KVKs under
non-government organizations (NGOs) and the
remaining two KVKs are running under the
administrative control of ICAR. This is unanimously
accepted that success of any extension activity depends
on the ability and expertise of the extension staff to
speedy delivery and direct flow of information to the
clientele system at the right time in the most appropriate
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manner. A large number of highly qualified manpower
and huge amount of budgets are diverted to these
institutions. Inspite of all these efforts, a considerable
technological gap still lies between the technology already
developed and the technology adopted by the ultimate
users. Thus, it was considered important to conduct a
study on Krishi Vigyan Kendra and its impact on the
people of its operational area. Thus present study was
undertaken with the objectives to find out the existing
level of knowledge of respondents in terms of various
activities of KVK and to measure attitude of
respondents towards various activities undertaken by
KVK.

METHODOLOGY
Krishi Vigyan Kendra at Pali Marwar in the district

of Pali started functioning on 05 May, 1992 under the
administrative control of ICAR. This KVK is situated
in IIA agro-climatic zone of Rajasthan and catering to
the need of about 80 per cent of the total working
population of the district engaged in agriculture and allied
agricultural occupations. The study was conducted in
purposively selected Pali district of Rajasthan. The block
Sojat city, out of total ten blocks in the district was

identified on the basis of maximum activities carried
out by KVK during the preceding five years. Five
adopted Villages were selected from the identified
panchayat samiti (Sojat city) on the basis of maximum
activities carried out by KVK as evident from KVK
records. Likewise five non adopted villages were also
identified from the same panchayat samiti as control
group, where no activities were initiated by KVK. Thus,
in all 10 villages (5 adopted and 5 non-adopted) were
included in the study comprising of 150 respondents (i.e.,
75 beneficiaries and 75 non-beneficiaries).

Fifteen beneficiaries and fifteen non- beneficiaries
were selected from each adopted and non- adopted
village using random sampling technique. Information
was collected with the help of a structured interview
schedule. The interview schedule was pre-tested and
modified based on suggestions made by the respondents
and finally the data was collected by personal interview
method. The data obtained was compiled and analyzed
using statistical tools.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Knowledge level of respondents about various
activities of KVK: Knowledge plays an important role

Table 1: Knowledge level of beneficiaries and non- beneficiaries about TOT activities

                                  Particulars Beneficiaries Non-Beneficiaries Total Average
MPS Rank MPS Rank MPS Rank

Knowledge about general aspects:
What is KVK? Why they are established? 93.00 I 80.00 I 86.50 I
What is operational area for each KVK? 86.00 III 73.00 II 79.5 II
Who is the sponsoring agency of these KVK? 80.00 VI 60.00 VII 70.0 VII
Who runs these institutions? 73.00 XI 53.00 XII 60.00 XII
Name the extension method commonly used by 66.00 XIV 46.00 XIV 56.00 XIV
KVKs for the transfer of technology?
Knowledge about various activities:
Demonstration 86.50 II 65.00 V 75.75 III
Training 81.50 V 60.00 VI 70.75 VI
On farm research 73.02 X 53.02 XI 63.01 XI
Field Day 66.50 XIII 50.00 XIII 58.25 XIII
Exhibition 78.25 VII 58.25 VIII 68.25 VIII
Farmer’s fair and goshthies 83.00 IV 66.50 IV 74.75 IV
Educational Tour 77.66 VIII 66.66 III 72.16 V
Publication 75.00 IX 56.50 IX 65.75 IX
Film show 71.00 XII 55.33 X 63.16 X
Campaign 53.00 XV 43.00 XV 48.00 XV
Farm advisory service 0.00 XVI 0.00 XVI 0.00 XVI
Overall Total 76.22 59.08 67.45

MPS =Mean Per Cent Score
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in the adoption of an innovation or any new idea by the
farmers. It may be defined as retained information
concerning facts, concept and relationship. Knowledge
seeking is initiated by an individual and greatly influenced
by one’s predisposition. A need can motivate an

individual to seek information. Knowledge function is
mainly cognitive.

Knowledge of respondents was assessed under
two major aspects i.e., knowledge about general aspects
and knowledge about various activities of KVK. The

Table 2: Comparison of attitude between beneficiary and non-beneficiary respondents

                                Statements Beneficiaries Non-Beneficiaries Total Average
MPS Rank MPS Rank MPS Rank

The production of crop can be increased by the 77.52 1 64.42 4 70.97 2
advice of scientists working at KVK
The KVK is not useful in raising the living 55.26 10.5 49.89 9 52.57 9
standard of the farmers
The KVK keeps the farmers abreast with the 55.26 10.5 35.52 12/5 45.39 11
latest technological changes
The demonstrations conducted by KVK are 75.00 2.5 68.36 1.5 71.68 1
useful in motivating the farmers towards
improved agricultural practices
The training period is not sufficient to cover 27.63 18 21.00 18 24.31 18
all filed information
The subject matter information given in the 55.89 9 46.57 10 51.23 10
training programmes is adequate
The trainers cannot acquire enough knowledge 44.68 12 42.00 11 43.34 12
of subject matter
The gap between two trainings inadequate 75.00 2.5 65.68 3 70.34 4
All the recommendations given in the trainings 31.57 17 28.89 17 30.23 17
are profitable to farmers
Kisan Mela organized by KVK is useful in 73.57 4 68.36 1.5 70.96 3
providing improved farming techniques
The place of training is not suitable 32.84 16 31.57 14.5 32.00 16
Field days organized by KVK are useful in 65.68 5 63.15 5 64.41 5
solving the problems right in the field situation
Film show are not helpful in developing 35.52 14 31.57 14.5 33.54 14
confidence towards new technology
Farmers training programmes provide the 64.42 6 57.78 7 61.10 7
practical knowledge about the new agricultural
technology
Press releases are not helpful in providing 34.10 15 31.57 15.5 32.83 15
information
Campaign organized by KVK are beneficial 63.15 7 60.47 6 61.81 6
to farmers
Youths training is not beneficial in improving 18.31 19 17.05 19 17.68 19
physical as well as mental status of youths
The training does not help in developing 42.00 13 35.52 12.5 38.36 13
confidence
Farmers guidance at headquarter is beneficial 60.47 8 52.57 8 56.52 8
in receiving new technology
Overall total 51.99 45.89 48.91

MPS =Mean Per Cent Score
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results so obtained are presented in Table 1. It was
interesting to note that a majority of respondents
(86.50%) were found acquainted with KVK and the
purpose for which they were established. Similarly,
majority of them (79.5%) were aware of the operational
area for each KVK. As regard to knowledge about
TOT activities, majority of respondents (75.75%) knew
about demonstration, its purpose, and types of
demonstrations. Farmers fair and vichar-goshthee
(Discussion forum) had also attracted the attention of
majority (74.75%) of respondents.

It is noted that none of the respondents knew about
the farm advisory services, which is an important activity
of KVK. Likewise farmers had poor knowledge
(48.00%) about campaign. More than half (56.00%) of
the total respondents did not know about the name of
methods commonly used by KVK for the transfer of
agricultural technology. A close observation of data
indicated a variation in the knowledge score between
beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries about TOT activities.
Thus, it can be concluded that the beneficiary
respondents of the study area possessed more
knowledge about KVK activities as compared to non-
beneficiaries of KVK. It may be due to more exposure
of beneficiaries about various activities of transfer of
technology. They had frequent contact with the KVK
personnel, participated in various KVK activities and
were enlightened. Obviously the non-beneficiaries were
deprived of such exposure resulting into their poor
knowledge. The findings are line with the findings of
Chand (1993) and Singh (1996) who reported a
significant difference in the knowledge between trained
and untrained farmers.
Attitude of respondents towards various activities
undertaken by KVK:  Allport (1935) defined “Attitude
as a mental state of readiness, organized through
experience, exerting a directive and dynamic influence
upon individual’s response to all object and situation with
which it is related” The attitude of an individual towards
any (activity or programme) exerts a significant influence
upon his participation in the activity. Experiences have
shown that people having favourable attitude towards
an activity reflects a commutative response in the form
of a favourable reaction. Such an individual is more
prone to change and readily adopt the technology.
Keeping in view the crucial importance of attitude in
the adoption of technology, an attempt was made in this
part of study to find out the attitude of farmers towards

TOT activities of KVK. The results so obtained have
been presented in Table 2.

Table 2 shows the attitude of beneficiary and non-
beneficiary respondents towards activities carried out
by KVK. It is apparent from the data in Table 2 that
demonstrations conducted by KVK were useful in
motivating the farmers towards improved agricultural
practices. This statement scored highest MPS and was
ranked first. The reflection of such a strong positive
attitude towards demonstration may be due to the fact
that the demonstration provides best visual explanation
of the idea to the farmers. The demonstrations were
conducted by the scientists on the scientific lines. This
might have motivated the farmers towards improved
agricultural practices.

Further, both beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries
had strong agreement with the statement “production
of crop can be increase by the advice of scientist
working at KVK.” Majority of farmers (70.97%) had
expressed that Kisan mela organized by KVK is useful
in providing improved farming techniques. The majority
of respondents (70.34%) have also shown their
agreement with the statement that gap between two
training is inadequate. Since the attitude statement
“youths training is not beneficial in improving physical
as well as mental status of youths” is negative and the
respondent’s strong disagreement towards it reverses
its meaning and thereby it becomes positive, hence its
interpretation will also be accordingly.

Both beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries have
discarded and have shown strong disagreement with
the statement related to youth’s trainings. Likewise the
training period was not considered sufficient by majority
of farmers. The farmers, in general, did not agree that
all the recommendation given in training is beneficial.
The results were obvious because the trainings
conducted by KVK are mostly related to agriculture
and allied fields. The activities to improve the physical
as well as mental status of youth are very rare at
KVKs. Similarly, all the field information cannot be
covered in single training programme conducted for
specified time period. Conclusions therefore, can be
drawn that the attitudes of farmers towards activities
of KVK were somewhat favourable. This finding is in
the line with the findings of Chhipa (1987), who found
that the knowledge level of farmers about the activities
of KVK was of medium level and majority of farmers
had positive attitude towards the activities of KVK.
Kalla (1988) reported that most of the beneficiary
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farmers had their attitude in positive direction about
practices of lab to land programme.

CONCLUSION
Looking to the existing knowledge gap among the

respondents, it is recommended that KVK personnel
should visit the fields more frequently and teach the

farmers about various activities carried out by KVK
for their benefit and it is encouraging to note that
majority of respondents had positive attitude towards
KVK and its activities. But still there lies a scope to
contact the farmers who had unfavorable attitude to
enlighten them about the benefits of KVK and bring
about changes in their attitudes.
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