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INTRODUCTION

Scheduled Tribes constituted a sizeable chunk of
the country’s population. They are well spread in allover
the country, from north to south, plains to plateaus and
hills to costs. There are several areas identified in our
country where they are in majority. The main features of
tribes are their definite area of living, cultural
homogeneity, unifying social organizations with local
dialect, poor economic base and primitive technology.
In these manners, most of the tribal communities have

similar culture and status. These features pull them
towards backwardness of their livelihood as well as their
agriculture, the main occupation of earning. The
acceleration of adoption of improved technologies among
this huge population is therefore an important need of
the time, which requires effective and efficient
communication of innovations since, the existing efforts
arc notenough. Sharma and Khan (1 997) and Khan et.al,
(1997) rightly pointed out that the main reasons for low
or non-adoption of improved agricultural technologies
by the tribal farmers were the poor level of requisite
knowledge may be due to inefficient communication
pattern. Looking to these facts, the present study was
carried out to identify the existing communication pattern
of tribal farmers, its associated factors and to explore
their suggestions for making the effective transfer of
modern agricultural technologies.

METHODOLOGY

The primary data were collected by covering al| the
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RESULT & DISCUSSION

1. Socio-Personal and Econon.ic Characterisfi.
The findings pertaining to this grc p are compiled i
the three tables with a total of 10\ ‘iables as reporg
by the respondents. The findin gs re: caled that majory
of respondents (87%) belonged to nore than 45 yearsil
age. The education level of family nale head as wells
his spouse was quite low. Althougl:. among the 55 p
cent of literate male most of them wei ¢ educated throug
adult education or only up to primary school level. Tk
female illiteracy was found to be about 82 per cent,
only about 9 per cent female were school educated
Majority of the tribal family adopted nuclear fani)
System with less than 7 members. The size of land hold
Was quite better, since about 49 per cent of them had
to 4 ha of |and holding and also 20 per cent of them ol
more than 4 ha'of Jand. The irrigation facility was f°”"d‘
to be availaple only amongst 19 per cent of [h}
respondents, that too for less than 50 per cent of ¥
fields as Semi-assured ip nature.
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Table 1. Socio-Personal and Economic
Characteristics of Respondents (n=240)

:0. Characteristics Frequency | %
I |Age: <30 years 09 37
30 years 21 8.8

30 years 103|429

30 years 107 |44.6

2 |Education Iliterate 108 |45.0
(Male head) :  Can sign only 4] 17.1
Primary school 57 23.8

High &Hr. secondary school 28 1.7

College level 06 2.5

3 |Education : llliterate 196 |81.7
(Spouse/female) Can sign only 21 8.7
Primary school ‘ 17 7.1

High& Hr. secondary school| (06 2.5

College level 00 0.0

4 |Family type:  Nuclear 148 61.7
~ Joint 92 383

5 |Familysize: <5 members . 52 21.6
5-7 members 102 42.5

8-10 members 40 16.7

> 10 membres 46 19.2

6 |Land holding: <1 ha 76 31.7
1-2 ha 54 22.5

2-4 ha 63 26.2

>4 ha 47 19.6

7 |lrrigated land : Nil 194 80.8
<25% 20 8.3

25-50 % 09 3.7

>50 % 17 72

8 |lrrigation : Semi assured 32 (696
Availability :  Assured 14 30.4

9 | Annual income : <6500Rs. Per annum 14 6.2

6500-15000Rs. Per annum 20 10.5
15001-30000Rs. Per annum| 103 429
30001-50000Rs. Per annum 69 28.7

> 50000Rs. Per annum 34 142
10 |Occupation:  Agriculture 240 [100.0
Animal husbandry 219 91.3
Forest products collection 94 39.2
Labour 103 429
Service 11 4,58
Other business etc. 40 16.7

Agriculture was found to be practiced by all the
respondents, followed by animal husbandry. A sizeable
portion of the respondents also involved in minor forest
product collection and labour activities. In this way
majority of them were managed to acquire Rs. 15 to 30
thousand in a year from all the occupations. Further the
analysis shows that agriculture contributes about 41 per
cent to their annual income. Forest products and labour
work shared about 18 and 17 per cent, respectively. The
expenditure pattern shows that averagely 59 per cent
expenditure incurred for domestic consumptions. A huge

amount of their income (about 18%) was expended on
liquors and tobacco etc., while the expenditure on
agriculture was only 3.7 per cent. It was also found that
the tribal people allotted only less than half per cent of
their total income on print media and less than 2 per
cent on educational purposes. This may be the major
set-back in utilizing modern mcdia for gaining
agricultural and.allied information.

2. Communication Pattern For Technology
Diffusion-The findings concluded that majority of tribal
farmers still using personal localite sources for gaining
modern information pertaining to agriculture and allied
aspects, but the credibility of these sources was only 23
per cent. RAEOs play an important role for technology
dissemination in these areas as reported by about 45 per
cent respondents. Radio and progressive farmers also
plays an important role as perceived by 31 and 24 per
cent respondents, respectively.

Table 2. Annual Income and Expenditure Pattern

S. Parficulars Sh:lrculu total
No. (%)

A. | Annual income :

Agriculture 10.9
Animal husbandry | 1.0
Forest products collection ‘
Labour . 181
Service

Other business etc.

B. | Expenditure pattern :
Agriculture

Domestic purposes i
Education !
Tobacco, liquors etc. } 181
News papers, magazines etc. I

Others , I7.5

i 7.8

The other important source of technology
dissemination were reaches for less than 5 per cent
respondents each, but most of these sources acquired
very high credibility among its’ users.

3. Knowledge and Adoption Pattern of Rice
Production Technology :

A total of 9 technologies related with rice (grown
by cent percent respondents) crop were considered and
the result shows that tribal respondents had 20 to 30 per
cent knowledge about water management, use of N
fertilizers and improved varieties. Knowledge level of
respondents about disease management, use of K and I
fertilizers, pest management etc. also found quite low.
Similarly, the overall adoption of all the modern practices
was found only 10.2 per cent against the 20 per cent

overall knowledge, similar finding was also reported by
Rao & Rao (1992).
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Agricultural Information dimension for the efficiency OfeXisting con?e a azs“f
T A
S. Credibility attern. . "‘Um A
No.| [nformation source I Frcq"encyl % I index T ";‘able 5. Coefficient of Correlatiop Be . Qaﬂq
! Progressive farmers 58 24.2 70.7 I Characteristics ofResponde.nts and ti?‘n Selecl
2 [RAEO, ADO etc. 100|454 679 v Modern Informatiop SOu]_cCs lzatiun Y
3 |Printed matter 12 5.0 70.4 v . Co : 1
4 [Radio 74 30.8 71.4 I JSV Selected characteristics co:;'flﬂ_tlon P
> |Kisan mela, meetings 1 46| 608 \;" Olo' Age “‘% Yy
6 [University scientists 6 25 91.2 ;
7 |Relatives/local people 169 70.4] 23.0 Vil O | s e R
: 03 | Education (Spouse)
. 4 Correlation Between Utilization of Informa- o g:z;g -y % i Dy
tion and Independent Variables-The findings indicates  0° [} - holding - Btk
.that utilization of information sources increases with the 07 | Irrigation facilities
Increase in knowledge, adoption, annual income, (8 lrrigatilo'n availability 0.28% 037,
irrigation facilj i the 09 [Annualincome
res indem acility and educational level of 10 | Knoviledge abottmddem 0o
1 p N agricultural technologies
able 4. Knowledge and Adoption Level of Selected 11 | Adoption of modern agricultural 0.36h
Agricultural Technologies technologies . 0.47++
s. f * Significant at 0.5 level ~ **significant ot
No., Partinlsss IKnoo\/vlengRank [Ad:};tlon[Rank igni g ntat0.l leye]
— ) {%) CONCLUSION
I |Improved varieties 21.9 111 17.7 | .
2 [Fertilizer management It is therefore concluded that the tripg] farmer,
Nitrogen 23] I 15.1 1 little bit poor in socio-economic status. They a,e“?
Phosphorus 11.3 \%| 5.3 VI dependent on multi-enterprise sources for sustainingl;“-“
Potash 3.2 Vil |06 | v livelihood. They are using mostly persona| loaiie 3
3 |Water management 30.0 I 26.5 I Govt.E : P JOcaliteay
1 JBest anien) 143 v o v ovt.Extension workers for gaining modern informag,
5 |Disease eontral g vin | o6 | vi The know}edge as well as adoptio: of most of the iy
6 [Post harvest management 17.0 v 12.4 \Y tecl?nologle§ was way behind than the desired leyq
Overall [ 1536 [ =5 Various variables were found to be closely assocja

and influencive to the utilization of | nformations
= ’ . { ourecs,
l_nCanSI;einse::xme 1:);/las founddto be decreas_es_ with the Hence, in light of the above facts. it is recommends
e AsAin pg'(; ; Silg r:?;i;::(;n tt,?ntsf. Th; r em.:l_lr.mg factor. ; that all agricultural and allied communication to thetrb]
Nty for the utilization of  farmers should be dope : i |
co : ) _ . one in local dialect preferably by
;:]]g)rr';?aaé;c::; source for seeking modern agricultural involving local people. This will help the pezple forb)c/nﬂ.l
- - , understanding the innovations leads ‘to increase it
. i Sugg_estlons for Increasu.lg .the Effectiveness knowledge and then helpful in adopting (it
:loon (:ntz,xa:l;),n Sg;r;es—The .maJomy.of respondents fecommendations for increased productivity an
b; C};ei S 13 t he efficiency of'Jnformaglo:l sources can  profitability, This al| are based on effective informain
creased to a great extent if local language is used dissemination through effective communication.
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