001 .
r Farmer Centered Agriculture

Netwn:ri:(lir:i’" ?n d Mountain Agri-climatic Zone
me

d Vijendra Kumar Kediyal

IRJEE - Vol. 1, No. 1, Jan., 2

Agri-information
Resource Manage

RP Singh an

1. Introduction during green revolution phase of its growth, But
' i remarkable progress "= - eeting agricultur

lnc.ilan' et ma(::;'tional 58 million hectares will be r!eeded for m ) ?‘k SIJ al <_16mand of

SISt 10 LR Iy six million hectares of agricultural land will likely to be diverteq for

next decade. However, nearly S Ldition to this, the lack of knowledge for production

ltural productivity . Scientist's facilitation to the

housing, road, and industrial purpc?se?. .lp a -
technologies, also play a major role in limiting agri ann, 1966). But the problem begins w;
farmers can improve this situation a lot (Enters & Hagmann, s are even ot o with
wh ientists can cover the large number of farmers .o a g- SO far
ether a few scientis Hoskins, 1999) by keeping. the state of

ibili i ther (Marilyn
Thus, responsibility gets shifted from one to ano ; ‘
affairs to ‘:Je no ones responsibility. Whereas, sustainable human development can not be possible

without people’s participation (Banskota, 1966; and Banuri et al 1994).

Few studies have made on community users group networking (Satt!eesh. 1997; Hi'ldy.ard e.t al 1998
Oepen, 1998; and Budd Hall, 1999), but most of them studied these issues under limited discussiong
e.g. networking status, empowerment, documentation, etc. However, the question for delineating

appropriate modus operandi is still to unravel.

This paper perhaps deal with the experiences of authors, who incidentally came across these
networking and further analyzed/evaluated these through

communication methods/approaches of
different methodologies. :

2. Methodology
District Tehri lies in —between 3003’ 10" - 300 50’ 45" N latitude and 70° 895 -7902'4°E longitude,
above men sea

with a huge 4421 sq. km. area. The altitude of district varies from 600 m to 3000 m
prising 1959 revenue village , 56 non-revenue vilages

level (MSL). It consists sum of 2015 villages com
itis divided into three tahsils and nine community

and rest 14 forest settlements, Administratively,
development (CD) blocks. Though, the literacy of

;? ':’?2130: ;gst;n 0:;':2;5 f&agTﬁ-imﬂgation diffusion becomes too hard to execute. With consideration
) » Mll-Campus  Ranichyri lauched an ampiti .

ienti i ¥ . ' mbitious programme “Farmers

Scientist Interaction Programme (FSIP) in February 1998. Under this project, thzrgg was provision 10

call the farmers as follows -
* One farmer from a village, only.

® Three days interaction/ training Programme
G. B. Pant University of Agri. & Tech. Hj sarhwal)
_ - Hill Campus, Kpigp: Vigyan Kendra, ranichuri (Tehri Garhwal)
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o Boarding and lodging free.

Shar.ing in travel expenditure, up to a limit of Rs. 75 only.
Certificate of participation of the farmers as ‘contact farmers'

Under these FSIP, six networking approaches were tested through twenty-four programme and thus to
cover 3 fotal 1040 farmers, 40-50 farmers for each programme were contacted, As per choice of
performing respondent  of different approach ( as given below from 1-6), at s 150 farmers (seven
farmers per programme) were taken as target to be contacted. In case tr'me percentage of failure was

increasing for achieving the fixed target, the backlog target was re-distributed to approach no. 2 and 4

(i.e. NGOs and Personal contact). Information regarding date, venue and programs to all invited

farmers w.ere compulsorily given 15.days prior from the actual date of programme. In general the ratio

of extension workers and farmers in district Tehri is around 1 : 500 ( A mimeograph of Chamba

\jv\l::(le(;s:j:“:ggl:\sns:;rr\\ ;tcathrfl;l :r::?).agl-:;r:]cf::; r:avt\;zs assumed that if at least one person from a village

villages Identification of the appropr'iate farmer wa o ST'T\OOU‘“)’ ik ilasy

. s done through following six approach.

o Government network: There are different rural development organization running their
programme regarding agricultural development e.g. department of soil conservation, directorate of
watershed  development, dairy development, etc. The heads of concem departments were
requested to cooperate in this programme by involving their village level staff.

* Non government organisation/ Non-political public representatives :  Chief functionaries of
different NGOs and non-political representatives, working in the area, were approached for the
selection of contract farmers.

e Ex-soldiers association : There is one district level and ten CD bloci( level associations in
district Tehri. These were approached for the purpose. They are regularly meeting once in a
month at there head quarters for pension collection and living in the villages as farmer.

o Personal contact: During personal contact different leading people were contacted in different
villages for organizing a meeting. During such meetings the progressive farmers/ representative
were selected through consensus.

o Youth club: Nav yoovak/ nav yoovati mangal dal, Nehru yoova clubs were contacted to identify
the energetic and progressive farmer of the area.

o Cross-referencing from the previous contact farmers: A total of 24 FISPs were organized. Out
of which 23 programme were used to identify the farmers for coming batches through cross-
referencing from farmers of present training (reference farmer). A simple oral question was asked
to each reference farmer in the training about their acquainted villages and their most progressive
farmers. In this way progressive farmer was identified and invited through the reference farmers.

Observations regarding male, female, literacy and distance of their villages from hill campus Ranichauri
were taken in consideration. Further the observations were analyzed by calculating mean and
percentage.

3. Results and Discussion
A total of 24 FSIPs were conducted with well pre-informed  dates and venue during February 1998 -
March 2000 in which 1040 different farmers were invited through six contact approaches (as described
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in research methodologies). The target for first 16 programme was of 40 farmers, which wag later on

increased to 50 farmers for following 8 programmes. Thus, altogether 885 different villages and hamjeys
could be finally contacteq by

Table 1 Farmers Response for Different Networking calling 596 male and 289 female

o lt\ roach:sf : tum up percentage | farmers. All male farmerg were
ers tu ;

F:rr;] ae(r:s approach o ,a:,’;r Fo n?arl)e Totﬂ literate where as 93 female

26 farmers were iliterate. This is

Government net work 2.5 2.8

NGO's / non poliical 48,8 58.8 52.1 probably due to fow female
gub"c representatives 0 25 literate of the district i.e. 26.4 per
p:;:ggf?oﬁf:cﬁ'at“’"s 24250 1%.3 208 cent in comparison to 48.8 per
Youth clubs 16.3 6.6 13.5 cent of male literacy (District

9.9 13.5 8.4 statistical report year, 1995),
100.00  100.00 100.00 Highest tum up percentage of
farmers was observed primarily

Cross referencing
Total

for villages situated near by distances from the organizing institute. However, the commitment and _
efforts done by the performing partners of corresponding approach was also valuable for the turn up of
the farmers. It was also evident from the individual programme that female turn up was maximum for
NGO's contact approach (58.8%) followed by personal contact (18.3%) and cross referencing

Table 2 Distance of Village from Hill Campus Ranichauri and (13.55%) approaches,
Gender Wise Participation of Farmers, respectively.  The  minimum
Distance from Farmers farmers  turn up  was
hill campus Male — Total encountered from govemment
(Km.) No. - % No. % No. % network (2.6%) followed by ex-
<15 65 110 25 87 g soldiers  association (3.0%)
16-30 121203 85 204 206 approaches. The statement of
30-45 ¥ 57 40 137 7 women responden_t that main
46-60 8 146 20 69 107 st.ream radio has no time for
61-75 111 186 49 170 160 micro details (Satheesh, 1997)
7690 126 214 50 173 176 probably it here,  in
- 91-105 8 47 6 21 u govemmemt networking
approaches as their

106-120 8 1.3 6. 21 . 14
121-135 9 1.5 6 21 15
136-150 7 1.2 2 07 9

Total 996 100 289 100 885

commitments are reserved for
another works, instead of this,
Marilyn (1999) also tells under
heading “some one else’s
which is probably major cause for ignorant response of
OWs an urgent need to improve the working of the said
yed an important role for

paradigm” about responsibility - shifting,
government network systems. This also sh
System. Location of organizing institute and its distance from target group pla
the participation of women farmers, however, effectiveness of any approach particularly depend upon
the degree of commitments of corresponding partners of that approach. But this effectiveness can not
alone do much if the distance is too much (Table 2). Villages located at 3 distance in-between 15-90
km. (approx. 17-29 %) showed maximum women’s participation. This is possibly due to being a hill
women highly engaged in various types of domestic works and routine lizibilities make her to fell
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engaged in her domestic affairs, if she remains nearer to home (ie. less than 15 km.). But if they come
‘from distances
Fig 1 Participation of Farmers Under Different Fs/ps

Fig. Participation of Farmers Uind?eirili;iff;';gs-lggi “h_ﬂ;

|4 Tota Farmers —=tale —a=Tota Female |

No. of Farmers

Table 3 Farmers Participation in Reference to Literac

y and Gender in Different SFIPs

Prog.  Total Other information regarding farmers'
no. no. of Male Female
farmer's  Total Literate lliterate  Total Literate llliterate
1. 24 13 13 - 1" 9 2
2 23 21 21 - 2 2 -
3. 16 13 13 - 3 3 -
4. 34 3 31 - 3 3 -
5 32 07 07 - 25 12 13
6. 40 24 24 - 16 12 4
7 40 27 27 - 13 11 2
8 47 22 22 - 25 3 21
9 13 13 13 - - - -
10 52 35 35 - 17 17 -
1 50 29 29 - 21 19 2
12 53 45 45 - 8 4 4
13 35 25 25 - 10 4 6
14 23 23 23 - - - -
15 38 15 15 - 23 20 3
16 30 26 26 - 4 4 -
17 3 04 04 - 29 9 20
18 29 24 24 - 5 § -
19 3 30 30 - 3 3 -
20 45 4 41 - 4 4 -
21 14l 1 1 - 60 45 15
22 50 50 50 - - -
23 26 26 26 - - -
24 48 41 41 - 7 7 -
[Tolal 885 596 59 - 289 196 93
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in outings. Similar results were found in
stitution can serve communities in better
y help planners for taking

between 15-90 km, they find new-ness by having enjoyment
case of male farmers also. It gives an indication that any In
ways by being located at up to 100 km. range, under hill conditions. This ma:
decisions about decentralization of institutional working.

Programme of monotonous nalure also decrease the effectiveness.‘even these may be new for
different people. Observation show (Table 3 and Fig 1) that the participation of the‘ flarmers .was
looping all the course of programme duration. It gives a hint that short term target, limited activity,
and longer duration program should be framed for 2-3 years.

4. Conclusion )
From the perusal of results obtained after a two years study on different network approgches and to
develop an effective agri-information system the following conclusions were drawn :

* More commitment is must for the success of any programme from piJject partners especially
from govemment machinery.

» Effective NGOs should be identified , evaluated and rewarded to keep thelr sprit of commitment,
alive.

* Public service institutions. should opt decentralized mechanism of working to strengthen rural
network in hill areas.

*  Functional literacy programme should be lncorporated in adult literacy programmes, instead of
taking it merely a signature learning movement.

e Short-term benefit project duration should not exceed more than 2-3 years.

* Identification of few more contact approaches may be tested for developing strong network.

e Identification of few more contact approaches may be tested for developing strong “network.

. Strong networking is needed for smooth flow of agri-information in complex diversified and
mountain agricultural systems.
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