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INTRODUCTION O\

Economic backwardnes
is characterised by the co-
underutilized manpowe
unexploited natural resources, on the other. Economic
development means a process of upward change Whereby
v real per capita income of a person increases over a
~wriod of time. It was found in the economic history thas
t2n plays a pivotal role in the process of economic
' vclopment. In case of dairy development, a person with
- epreneurial qualities can produce desired profit

* present situation, market oriented milk production IS
v+« = of the most important livestock activities. A farmey,
0 s a dairy entrepreneur, organizes, manages zai¢
@ssumes responsibility for a dairy enterprise/ by
a1d also bears the risk of profit or loss, needs to be
Stpport, as he is one of the most important nputs for
dairy development. In general, knowledge level of dairy
ds the improved dairy farming
practices is having a bearing on milk production. In the
first technology changing scenario, he has to up date his
knowledge, and to use new innovations in the field of
dairy farming to optimize his profit level. Keeping in
view of the importance of knowledge in improved
dairy farming practices in making a successful
dairy‘ entrepreneur, the present investigation
Was undertaken to study the knowledge level.of

airy entrepreneurs towards improved dairy farming
Practices,

METHODOLOGY

sofan economy or region
existence of unutilized or

>

SINess

given

~ The study was conducted in the purposively selected
district of N agapattinum of Tamil Nadu. Out of 11 blocks,
2 blocks were selected randomly, from which 20 villages
T—
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ractices. The g
ntacts had pog itive and signifi
ies should co

] entrepre-
ad medium ofknowledgefo/lowed by high level of
udy also revealed that the education, occupation, herd
‘cant relationship i, knowledge leyef of entrepreneurs.
ncentrate on low-level knowle

dge respondents 10 convert

(10 villages from each block) were selected by simple
random sampling technique for the purposc. One hundred
and twenty dairy farmers (6 from each village) were
selected on the basis of th

milk minimum 200d

at they must be producing the
ays continuously in a year and they
must be selling partor full of their produced milk. From
these 120 dairy farmers, 70 dairy farmers werc selected
as dairy entrepreneurs for the study by applving three
entrepreneurial characteristics. e se were a)
Mmotivation b) Achievement :

l~conomic

motivation and ¢) Risk
preferences, Knowledge in the present study refers 1o
the extent to which information and [

mderstanding the
respondent about the improved dairy tar

ning practices,

th the help of structured interview

schedule. The respondents were catcgorized into low.

medium and high level of knowledge according to

quartiles. The data collected were compiled, tabulated

and subjected to the appropriate statistical tools 1o draw
meaningful conclusions.

RESULTS AND DISCuUsSsIon
1.

The data collected wi

Distribution of the Respondents According to
their Overall Knowledge a

bout Improved Dairy

Farming Practices (IDFPs)

The analysis in table 1 reveals that 35.71% of tle
respondents had high leve| of knowledge i.e. more than
42 regarding IDFPs, followed by 37.14% of the had
medium level of knowledge i.e. 33 to 42, followed by
27.15 % of them had low level of knowledge regarding
IDFPs. It is showed that the dairy entrepreneurs were
having medium to high knowledge regarding IDFPs.
These respondents had high motivation and profit
oriented dairy farming that is why they have high
knowledge level.
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Table 1. 'Dis?ribution of the Respondents according
to their Knowledge Level about IDPFs

SL.No. Category Frequency | %
. Low Level of Knowledge (<33) 19 27.15
2. |Medium Level of Knowledge (33-44) | 26 37.15
3. | High Level of Knowledge (>42) 25 35.75

2. Traits of the Respondents and their Overall

Knowledge Regarding Improved Dairy Farming
- Practices

2.1. Age and Knowledge

It was found' from the table that majority of the
respondents (62.50%) of young age had high level of
knowledge regarding IDFPs followed by 44.00% and
33.33% of respondents from middle and old age category
had high level of IDFPs, respectively. Only 08.33%,
24.00% and 23.81% of respondents from young, middle
and old age category, respectively had low level of
knowledge regarding IDFPs. This indicates that the dairy
entrepreneurs in the study area had good knowledge
about IDFPs. The findings are in line with the findings
of Verma (1993) and Show (1998).

2.2. Education and Knowledge

The respondents under primary education category
were equally distributed in medium level and high level
of knowledge at 35.29%, respectively regarding IDFPs.
Under the category of middle level of education, 35.71%
of the respondents were in each medium and high level
of knowledge regarding IDFPs. Majority of the
respondents i.e. 42.13% from intermediate level
education category had high level of knowledge followed
by 34.26% and 23.07% of respondents in medium and
low level of knowledge, respectively in IDFPs. In
graduation and above level of education category, 50%,
30% and 20% had high, medium and low level of
knowledge regarding IDFPs. It is very clear from the
above results that higher education levels of respondents
lead to high knowledge regarding the IDFPs.

Family Size and Knowledge

From smaller size family, 41.94%, 41.94% and
16.13% of respondents had high, medium anq low le\fel
of knowledge regarding IDFPs. Whereas, medium family
size category, 40.63%, 37.50% and 21.87% h_ad medium,
high and low level of knowledge regarding IDFPs;
-espectively.
lsc(fgial Parilicipation and Kno?vledge

From the data presented in table 2 revealed that
61.55%, 40.74% and 30.00% offe.spondents from high,
medium and low level social participation had high level
of knowledge regarding IDFPs. It means that more the
social participation of respondents, more the knowledge

regarding IDFPs.
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Occupation (Dairy Farming) and Knowledge
The respondents those who were hayip
main occupation, 46.43%, 42.86% and 10.7]9, res
ents had high, medium and low level of knowleq "
spectively regarding IDFPs. Whereas in case Ofsu%:_r .
ary occupation, 50.00%, 30.95% and 19.05v, had idj.
dium, low and high level of knowledge regarding |pp >
Land Holding and Herd Size with Knowledge Ps.
Majority of the farmers from small (54.
medium (40.91%) and large (38.46%) land hO[dingSh '
. ad
medium, low and low level of knowledge; respectiye|
regarding IDFPs. The findings reveal that sma]| farme;
were having medium level of knowledge as COmparej
to medium and large farmers. This indicate that smal|
farmers were having better dairy farming because of less
option left with them from crop enterprise to maximiy
the total profit of their farm. Whereas majority of the
farmers from small (40.62%), medium (42.86%) ang
large (52.94%) herd sizes had low, medium and high
level of knowledge regarding IDFPs; respectively. It can
be seen that large herd size respondents were having high
knowledge regarding the IDFPs due to their high inter-
est to maximize the profit from dairy farming.
Milk Production, Consumption and Sale v ith Knowl-
edge
Findings depicted in table 2 reveal that majority of
the farmers from low (37.03%), medium (4 5.00%) and
high (52.18%) milk producing category had medium,
high and high level of knowledge regardin. TDFPs; re-
spectively. Incase of milk consumption category, major-
ity of the respondents from low (45.71°.), medium
(45.00%) and high (40.00%) category had all medium
level of knowledge regarding IDFPs; respectively. But
in case of milk sale category, it was observed that ma-
jority of the respondents from low (37.04%), medium
(50.00%) and high (52.18%) category had low, highan
high level of knowledge regarding IDFPs; respectively
This indicates that high milk producer and high milk
seller were having high knowledge regarding the IDFPS
Urban and Extension Contact with Knowledge
From the respondents of low urban category, ‘twna/i
found that equal percentage of respondents i.c. 38'3.3 "
had low and medium level of knowledge rega’Cf":]f
IDFPs. Whereas in case of medium and high urban w%
tact category, majority of the respondents i.e- 36.
and 62.50%; respectively had medium and high IV :
knowledge regarding IDFPs. But in case of extcnSIOw
contact category, majority of the farmers from Sory
(45.16%), medium (46.15%) and high (61.55%) €3
had medium, medium and high level of knowle gelhal
garding IDFPs; respectively. It can be conclude et
the high extension and urban contact respondents”

having more knowledge regarding IDFPs.
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fetlat"’nal Analysis of the Traits of the Respond-
Ill;y§ and their Overall Knowledge Regarding

m“kTable 3 s_hows that education, occupation, herd size,
Production and extension contact had positive and

1)

Ps,

Table 2. Distribution of the Respondents and their

i overall knowledge regarding IDFPs

Independent Variables Frequency Overall Knowledge regarding IDFPs

Low (<33) Medium (33-42) High (>42)
Age
‘l\ldoi:r;lge ig 2(08.33%) 7(29.17%) 15(62.50%)
ey > 6(24.00%) 8(32.00%) 11(44.00%)
Education 5(23.81%) 9(42.86%) 7(33.33%)
:,"ite'::_te “)i 1(33.33%) 1(33.33%) 1(33.33%)
aidd] H - 5(29.41%) 6(35.29%) 6(35.29%)

! dinté 4(28.57%) 5(35.71%) 5(35.71%)
e arul s -5 6(23.07%) 9(34.62%) 11(42.31%)
(Graduste on 10 2(20.00%) 3(30.00%) 5(50.00%)
Family Size : :

Small 31 5(16.13%) 13
: : (41.94%) 13(41.94%)
]':’Ler‘;;“m 372 132%750%) 13(40.63%) 7(21.87%)
86%
Social Participation ( ) 22857%) 2(28.59%0)
LO";_ 30 11(36.66%) 10(33.33%) 9(30.00%)
?:th‘“'“ %g 7(25.39%) 9(33.33%) 11(40.74%)

i 2(15.38% 9
Occupation (Dairy Farming) ( ") a2 0lt) Rlal.os%)
g"‘::"_d_m i?) 3(10.71%) 12(42.86%) 13(46.43%)

ubsidi 2 13(30.95% 21(50.00% .05°
Land Holding Size %) (50.06%) B0 Dk
Small 2 3(13.64%) 12(54.54%) 7(31.82%)
Medium 22 9(40.91%) 5(22.73%) 8(36.336%)
Large 26 10(38.46%) 9(34.62%) 7(26.92%)
Herd Size
Small 32 13(40.62%) 11(34.36%) 8(25.00%)
Medium 21 4(19.05%) 9(42.86%) 8(38.09%)
Large 17 3(17.65%) 5(29.41%) 9(52.94%)
Milk Production (Its. /day)

Low 27 9(33.33%) 10(37.03%) 8(29.63%)
Medium 20 5(25.00%) 6(30.00%) 9(45.00%)
High 23 3(13.04%) 8(34.78%) 12(52.18%)
Milk Consumption (Its./day)

Low 33 11(31.43%) 16(45.71%) 8(22.86%)
Medium 20 5(25.00%) 9(45.00%) 6(30.00%)
High 15 4(26.66%) 6(40.00%) 5(33.33%)
Milk Sale( Its./day)

Low 26 10(37.04%) 8(29.63%) 8(30.77%)
Medium 20 4(20.00%) 6(30.00%) 10(50.00%)
High 24 5(20.83%) 7(30.43%) 12(52.18%)
Urban Contact

Low 18 7(38.88%) 7(38.88%) 4(22.22%)
Medium 44 13(29.54%) 16(36.36%) 15(34.14%)
High 8 0(00.00%) 3(37.50%) 5(62.50%)
Extension Contact
Low 3 14(45.16%) 13(41.94%) 4(12.90%)
Medium 26 7(26.92%) 2(46.15%) 7(26.92%)
High 13 2(15.38%) 3(23.07%) 8(61.55%)

significant relationship with knowledge at 1% level of
significance. The above findings are in line with the
findings of earlier studies of Sohal and Tyagi (1978),
Verma (1993)and Nishi (1996). But age was found
negative and significantly correlated with knowledge
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level at 5% level of significance. The finding was in
accordance with the findings of Verma (1993) and Show
(]9?8). The traits of the respondents like education,
famlly_s:ze, occupation, herd size, milk production and
extension contact play a very important role to increase
ll}e level of knowledge regarding IDFPs.

Table 3. Relational Analysis of the Traits of the
Respondents and Their Knowledge Regarding IDFPs

SI. No. Traits ‘r’ Value
I. Age -0.2734*
2. Education 0.4409**
3. Family Size -0.1009
4. Social Participation 0.0992
5. Occupation 0.4756**
6. Land Holding -0.1193
7. Herd Size 0.4399**
8. Milk Production 0.3475**
9. Milk Consumption 0.0418

10. Milk Sale 0.0968
11 Urban Contact 0.1752
12. Extension Contact 0.5557**

*  Significant at 5% level
** Significant at 1% level
CONCLUSION

It can be concluded that majority of the dairy
entrepreneurs of study area were of young age and had

high level of knowledge regarding improveq g
farming practices. These dairy entrepreneurs shoy|q hy
a model for other young people to take dairy farmi, e
a business. Most of them had medium leve| of Ur% as
contact but low extension c_ontact. These daia
entrepreneurs might have acquired knowledge abory
IDFPs as a result of their contact with urban People alll}
other agencies promoting dairy as a business. The farm;
who desire to maximize their profit might have acqu;mr;
more knowledge from available sources of i Formatio“
and also individuals with high risk bearing ability might,
have tried to adopt dairy innovations in their enterprige
The study also revealed that the education, occupation.
herd size, milk production and extension contact had
positive and significant relationship with knowlcdge level
of dairy entrepreneurs. Where as age was found negative
and significantly correlated with knowledge [cve|. Age
was not a important trait for dairy farming because people
might have learnt at any stage of life for earning of money
to maximize the profit or an older people might be more
knowledgeable due to his experiences and interest in 5
particular enterprise. It can be inferred from the above
discussion that extension officials and devclopment
agencies should concentrate on low and medium
knowledge level respondents to convert then into high

knowledge level category of IDFPs.

| REFERENCES

M.Sc. Thesis, NDRI (Deemed Univ.) Karnal, India.

Thesis, NDRI (Deemed Univ.), Karnal, India.

(V5]

Thesis, NDRI, Karnal.

Nishi, 1996. Comparative study of beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries of intensive Mini Dairy Project, Lucki :w (UP),,
Show,S. 1998. Study of training needs of farmers in improved dairy farming practices in Burdwan district (W.3.). M.Sc.

Sohal, T.S and Tayagi, K.C. 1978. Role of knowledge in adoption of dairy innovation. /ndian J. Extn.Edn. 14 (3 «:4):16-25
Verma, O.P 1993. A study of differential impact of milk co-operative societies in upper Gangetic plain. Unpub. Ph.D.




