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INTRODUCTION
Forest, wild life and people are accepted as integral part of the ecosystem and thej;

mutual interest co-exists, simultaneously. The significance of forest ecosystem ip
maintaining biological diversity and their role in the carbon cycle and global climate change
are now better recognized than ever before (Varalaxmi & Kaul, 1999). As per the Nationg]
Forest policy, ideally the geographical area under tree cover should be 33 per cent, but ip
India its covers 19.27 per cent (Anonymous, 1997). India supports the world largest
population of cattle. Joint Forest Management (JFM) is now a well accepted and tested
system of managing forest resources with the help of local people residing in and around
forest. The study of Tejwani and Lai (1992) suggested that the three major requirments to
ensure sound dévelopment and growth of forest resources are appropriate policies, strong
institutions and sustainable operations.

The newly established state Chhattisgarh is enriched with 45.06 per cent forest area
of total geographical area. Out of total forest area, 39.89, 48.14 and 11.97 per cent covered
under reserve, protected and unclassified forests resepctively. Large chunk of land outside
forest, located around almost all villages are lying as village common land, panchayate
land, revenue wasteland, degraded revenue forest land which remain as uncultivated,
uncultivable wasteland, grazing gounds, etc. They can be potential area for creation of
forest collectivity for the benefits of rural people. Such degraded and under utilized areas
can be restored and rehabilitated by "Participatory Forest Creation Approach” (PFCA) a
tool of management of 'degreded land/ common propertey resources.

The term PFCA was coined by the author for eco-restoration of village common land
and development of wasteland through agro-forestry activities. During the last two decades
agro forestry has come to be recognised as a distinct discipline and they play an important
role in socio-economic upliftment of marginal and small farmers. Agro forestry may be
defined as a collective term for multiple land use, (forestry, horticulture, agriculture, animal
husbandry) of a unit area simultaneously and sequentially and the aim is to meet diverse
need of farmers by getting multiple outputs from the unit in sustanable manner. The PFCA
means raising of forest trees, agricultural crops, fodder through a democratic, collective
approach towards a common goal on land located near or surrounding the village as common
property resources. In PFCA each family of the village participate in agro forestry activities
with the help of related government departments.

The experience at two villages namely Khuteri and Murra in District Raipur (CG)
showed that this approach can be successfully utilized for brjhging neglected village common
land, utilized under agro forestry activities. : :

Objectives e
There are manifold objectives of PFCA, which can be listed as under :
Toincrease the forest and cropped area by bringing unutifises fand under agro forestry practices.
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METHODOLOGY

With the help of forest Department hi
The selected villages consisting homo is programme was laid down in the year 1938.
Jere identified as a s i, rgser;_ous Population of schedule caste, poor people
characteristics low land holding and |ow' h: VII'I 3‘98 S e el o
stroming < sesions with people'and ofﬁcerzr:f fuct|V|ty. After a number of meeting and brain
was planned matching with the life style angreStl D?partm.ent, g dguelopmert agt
economic status, human resource, natural clltl faoai i S,
-nd foresiry was 2 i resources, etc. A combination of agriculture
ed for holist - ici
s::: eco :e\\;elopment through participatory Forest Creation
! village. A Village Forest Developme i
wfa;s constltuted for executing the developed plan. The ‘Forest%epztrtr(r:\::tn;;er‘:e(;/ I:OD(C;;
aE X::s;iattjl?: iﬁ: otlllzzei;arnadi:i le:nd to consider thg expenditure as oné time grant to VFDC.
. ‘ g crops was contributed by ASORD as one timé grant. The
lnll'f\g,ers decided to utilise the first time grant for plantation and crops by rotating it
judlclously for coming year to make it a sustainable system- The participants were agreed
upon that whole produce from agricultural crops, fodder, afforestation would go to the
kitty commitee. After keeping reserves of 25 per cent to be invested in the following area,
the remaining 75 per cent should be deposited in the VFDC account. For afforestation
- Eucalyptus SPP-. Gmelina arborea Tectona grandis, Emblica officinalis trees were selected.

For intercropping purpose Til, Urd, Moongd and Arhar crops were selected. .
ASORD arranged the best quality seeds for agriculture Crops and provided timely

and regular technical support. A total of 10 hectares and 50 hectares area was put under
this programme in village Khuteri and Murra respectively. Protection and cultural operation
practices were equally distributed among the VFDC committee members in consultation

with ASORD executives and Forest Department officers.

on unutilised common land of

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
was done in July 1998. All the selected species wWere

In both villages: the plantation

planted in selected specified areas with follow up of recommended techniques. BY October
1998, the Ecualyptus plants attained an average height of 2.3 M and 9 cm girth at collar
zone with survival of 98 per cent. The crops Til, Urd, Moong and Arhar weré intercropped

in between the plant rows. The yield of these crops in first year achieved up 10 60-75 per
cent as compared to @ pecoming year (1999 and 2000) the

f crops. In the
same Crops were introduced on the same |ands with same specifications, the crops
productivity increased gradually. The each yea ows that the fertility
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to participating farmers and other villagers are listed below: o

a). Reduce Encroachment Activities — By putting village common land under PFCA
the encroachment problems on the common land of village was solved. '

b). Impetus to Co-operative Movement— Village level co-operative leadership may be
developed as PFCA provide an opportunity to work collectively for creating and
managing common property resources of the village. ;

c). Financial help to Community— The 75 per cent income from the PFCA activities
was deposited in VFDC account for community development. The committee also
provide financial assistance to destitute villagers on low interest rates.

d). Creation of infrastructure— A part of community development fund of PFCA used
for the creation of infrastructure facilities at village level like roads, drainage channels,
soak pits, maintencance of social buildings, etc, as per the requirement. This will
become a fund generated by the people maintained by the people, and utilised by
the people with the minimum interference with Government Agencies. It may prove
a humble step toward Gram Swaraj.

e). Sustainability— Most of the wasteland development programmes have failed due to
lack of participation of locales. PFCA initially provides financial support for creation
of village common funds and addition of income generated to this, every year. The
results indicated that after withdrawal of project support, interest of people may

maintain.

CONCLUSIONS
The Participatory Forestry Creation Approach maintains the ecological balance

resulting in the eco-sustanability. This is the most appropriate approach for preservation
of common assets of rural sectors. The PFCA approach will solve deforestation, degradation,
poverty, and unemployment of youth in rural sectors. The programme clearly shows efficient
utilization of unutilized land and increased the per capita income with very low investment
in per unit area. The experience of PFCA indicates that this technique can be replicated

and effectively used where homogenous group of villagers were living.

REFERENCES ‘
Anonymous (1997). State of Fores
Tejwani, K.G. and Lai, C.K. (199

t Report, Forest Survey of India, GOI, Dehradun.
2). Asia Pacific Agroforestry Profiles. Asia Pacific

Agroforestry Bogor, Indonesia, Field Document No. I. pp. 140.
Varalaxmi, V & Kaul, O.N. (1999). Non-Governmental Organisation; Their Role in Forestry

Research And Extension, Indian Forester, Jan, pp 37-44.

* h & & &



