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ave not necessari he desired results.
raising the cap::irtli':sp;:d::::let through education af!d .resafjr_ceAtl:at:sfers, social apg
Physical infrastructure and removing a multitude of social barries. y ese_ dGVQlOpmem
activities need appropriate communication support. Though there has been a red
: ces dep|oyed and magnitude of the Problem
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has not been commensurate with the resour ol
thus, indicating flaws in delivery mechanism. The de '
; . evement, it failed to motivate people and t

afflicting the quality and effectiveness of

concern being physical and financial achi
were not taken in as partners consequently .
P t calls for understanding how development
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programme. It is this aspect of development tha
programme are communication among the people and ) :
their problems. Development is viewed as a process of change to _b? se.t in motion ang
guided towards the objectives of eradicating the hunger. disease. injustice, exploitation
on of the rural poor. Powertyis a worldwide
However, poverty is ng

and related ills that affect vast populati _ )
phenomenon. More so, it is a problem of the developing nations.

em. Rather, it is a consequence of the man
Development programme in 1952

more perceived as destiny or God-given probl
t Programme ({RDP) i.e. Swaran

made development process. Begining from Community
till restructured face of Integrated Rural Developmen
Jyanti Gram Swarajagar Yojna (SGSY) since April 1999, the nation had varied experiences
towards development of rural poor. But still by the year 1993-94, 37.3 per cent people i.e.
244 million are living below poverty line (Indian Economic Survey 1993-94). In a recent
Rural Development Report published by National Institute of Rqral Development (NIRD)
Hyderabad, nearly 320 million people are below poverty line.

‘This goes against our goal of rural development efforts. Many of the studies have
shown that communication component was missing in the rural development efforts (Lerner
1958; Pandey 1997). But there has been lack of studies dealing with communication of
development messages among rural poor. So that positive change in every aspect of their
lives can be achieved. Thus, keeping in view the dearth of relevant studies in this crucial
and critical area, the present study was carried out to find out as to how communication

actually operates in the village.

METHODOLOGY

The study was conducted in Udham Singh Nagar district of Uttar Pradesh. A village
namely Rajapur*, of Rudrapur block, having largest population below poverty line (BPL)
individuals, was selected purposively. Out of total 273 BPL individuals, 155 respondents
were interviewed with the help of structured inteview schedule developed for the purpose:
Observation was also taken during the entire field work. The data, so collected, were coded
and analyzed by using appropriate statistical techniques and triangulation method.
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T.V. was the most used mass media followed by radio. Majority of the respondents

had possessed T.V. followed by radio. Respondents were more frequently exposéd
to radio followed by T.v.

Majority of the réspondents hag contacted extension workers, now and then, for

getting financia| Support or Program details at theijr offices it self. Extension workers
usually had Contacted pradhan

- People’'s Reactions About Development Issues

Crop disease, insect-pest, weeds and their control were the most serious agricultural

their friends.
Only twenty respondents had been benefited from these Programme during the last

three years. Programme beneficiaries had received PuUmp sets, Dunlop gari (cart),

loan for parchoon shop. tonga and pucca house.
Lack of follow-up measures and Supervision were perceived as the main problems of

rural development programme. Corruption among officials was perceived as the most
serious problem existing in the rural area. | | |

Establishment of a bank, mandi, hospital in the viilag'e.. open meet.m_g.. dnscu.ssu_)n
with general farmers, inspection by higher authority, giving responsnbllm;]to dnstn::t
magistrate (DM) of additional district magistrate (ADM), were some of the ways to

overcome the problem prevalent in the village.
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CONCLUSION urce of information regarding any
. m pradhan as 2 SO Relative and fam;
Rural poor mostly preferred Gra conflict/land problem. famiry

general problem concerning neighbourhood mation souces while lawye,

cality infor ,
members were the mostly used personal ° |¥1 mass media T.V. was the majq,
was among the personal cosmopolite sOUCTes

ly exposed to radio
source of information. Pocr people werfi -m?r;eplfi:aedqtuh‘:r:tc):)mmunication with rz::
. : it is
majority of them had possessed it. Thus. It sentral element supporte
poor must have inter:))ersonal communication as the centr PP d by

mass media.
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The rural poor were neigther acquainted Wi , i i
by them. onple themsel?les contact the extension workers for getting lonas or detajg

sources of informatj
of the process. Extension workers were the r:zzttaraetftet:;e:xtension systen shac::;
far Sluelopryeril pragGEIEs. TRAAL - Impd their activities regularly superviseq_
be rejuvenated through dedicated workers ar'l | people.
Thereby, ensuring their regular interaction with the loca z o control as th

- Poor farmers perceive crop disease, insect-pest. \'Need dr e'd Thissa eb;nOSt
serious agricultural problem followed by lack of improved seecs. problems
are commonly found in the village. Majority of the respc.JndentS wclare :w.are about
the issue of subsidy on agricultural inputs followed by environmental pollution. Thus,
it is clear these agricultural problems should be solved through proper mea.ms. Supply
anddemand side of the agriculture problems should be dealt at local level with peoples'
participation. : .

* The poor people had known about three of the development pragrammes viz, Indira
Awas Yojana (IAY), Jawahar Rojgar Yojana (JRY) and Flowere Cultivation Scheme.
Awareness was maximum in case of Flower Cultivation Scheme. Friends were the
major source of information concerning development programmes details, benefits,
procedure etc. The numbers of beneficiaries were very few, mostly benefited from
IRDP and IAY. Lack of follow-up measures and supervision was perceived as the
main problems of rural development programmes. Corruption was at the top among
the most serious problems of rural area. Thus, it is obvious that rural poor are still
ignorant about various programme and their benefits. Personal localite sources are
most commonly used. Lack of follow-up measures and superivision together with
corrupation among officials has further added to their misery. Therefore, there is an
urgent need to draw an effective communication approach that could enable poor to
know and utilise the benefit of various development programmes. This will made the
extension system more transparent and prompt in its work.

the extension workers nor contactegq
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