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Participation of Farm Women in Agriculture

Monika Tandon! and H K Sawhney?

1. Introduction

Farm women are considered as ‘invisibl
of the agricultural operations, They co

our country that fuller understanding
agriculture is subs

e work force' in agriculture even though they participate in most
nstitute so significant part of the working women population in
of their contribution becomes necessary. Their participation in
tantial but till now it has remained undercounted and undervalued.

Women participate in most of the agricultural o
seeds, transplanting, weeding, hoeing,
harvesting, threshing,

perations like manuring, land preparation, sowing of
applying fertilizers, taking care of the standing crops,
storage of food grains etc. Studies support that by and large hard jobs are
assigned to farm women. They are usually found doing low prestige, hazardous and repetitive job.
Tedious and laborious jobs such as transplanting, weeding, harvesting and processing are mostly done
by women. An understanding of role profile of farm women is essential for improving their conditions.

Present study was conducted in village Shikarpur, Nazafgarh block, Delhi with the objective of
investigating the participation of farm women in agriculture. An attempt was also made to relate the
participation of women in agriculture to size of land holding.

2. Methodology
Shikarpur village was selected purposively for the study. Majority of the families are land owning farm
families. Women of the village are actively involved in agriculture. Stratified random sampling

technique was used for sample selection on the basis of size of land holding and all the 201 farming
families of the village were classified into four groups.

An equal number of 15 families was selected from the four groups at random giving a total sample of
60 families. The respondents were farm women between the age group of 20-5 years. Farm women
from the selected families were interviewed using pre-structured interview schedule . Data were
tabulated and sadistically treated.

Groups Land size (acres) No. of families |
1. <5 97
I 2.5-5 44
1. 57 30
Iv. 7-10 30

3. Result and Discussion

Large majority of women were involved In all agricultural operations for food grains as well as for
vegetable crops production and produce handling and their sub-activities except in some sub-activities
such as land preparation operations involving more streneous physical labour e.g. use of
plough/harrow/leveller and driving the transport media for marketing of vegetable and food grain crops.
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.

owever, level of participation differed with the sub-activities of different operations. Percentage
' jons is given i le1.
involvement of women in diferent major agricultural operations is given in Table

Table 1 Percentage Involvement of Women in Major Agricultural Operations

- Percentage involvement
Food grains crops ___ Viegetable crops
 Land preparatio 63.7
Land preparation 536 637
Showing and fertiizer application 57.7 .
Transplanﬁng " .5
Imgation fref 65.4
Weedingnter-cultural crop 804 81,
protection
Harvesting 824 86.2
Threshing 793 _
[ 7M1 i
 Marketing . 500 31.0

For rest of the activities which were common for both food grain as well as vegetable crops ke
Procurement, storage of seeds and fertlizer and maintenance of implements  were 25.7 per cent, 96.9 _
per cent and 59.7 per cent respectively.

Participation of farm women was different for sub-activities of different agricultural operations ang
different sizes of land holding groups in tems of level of involvement and nature of involvement,

3.1. Land Preparation

Land preparation activities in which women were involved were watering fields before ploughing,
~ breaking clods/digging, manure  application and Supervising. Only activity in which women do not .
Participate was the physical operation of plough/harrow/leveller. As the size of land holding increases
the involvement of women in physical activities decreased but supervisory work increased e.g. most of
the women involved in digging and manure application belong to small size of land holding families.

3.2 Sowing and Fertilizer Application
Sowing and fertilizer application activities include
fields, putting seeds into seeq drill, sowing seeds,

women were involved in camying seeds and fertiliz
putting seeds into seed drill and sowing seedr,
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3.3. Transplanting (Vegetable crops)

Women were involved in transplanting activities ike taking care of seediings, transplanting seediings

and Sl{pfervising the work of labourlchiiren, Maximum of them ie. 37.2 per cent were involved in
supenvising the work of \abour/children followed by taking care of seediings and actually performing the
task of transplanting.

Table 3 Participation of Farm Women in Transplantation

Particulars ' Size of land holding (acres)

s Totdl  Uplo25 255 510 Aboveld
Number of farm women 58 5 13 16 24
Women involved in 433(100) 2 1 14 16
transplantation S (744) (47) (255)  (325) (37.3)
Involvement in sub-activities
Taking care of seedings ~ -30(89.7) 66 1367 166 6(20.0)
Transplanting 534 286 7(309) g8  6(26.1)
Supervising 43(100) qu7)  11(256)  4329) 16(37.2)
| Tota S VR, k- SR

As the size of land holding increases the percentage involvement of women in transplanting vegetable
i work changes. Maximum number of women involved in

crops increases although the nature 0
transplanting were from families holding more than 10 acres of land and their involvement was more

in terms of supervising labour/children and minimum in the physical work of transplanting seedlings.

(Table 3).

3.4. Imrigation
As seen in Table 4, women are involved in all irrigation activities which include starting tubewell,
d maintenance of irrigation channels and tubewells. Majority of

handling water for proper distribution an
women were involved in maintenance of irrigation channels and holding water for proper distribution.

n of food grain crops was highest from families holding less than 2.5

Participation of women in imigatio
t of women in irigation is much higher from

 acres of land whereas for vegetable crop, involvemen
families holding larger size of land than for food grain crops. &

3.5. Weed and Crop Protection
Weeding and crop protection includes activities like weeding and insecticide storage, preparation,

application and hand weeding and women are involved in all of these . However, maximum number of
women were involved in hand weeding and very few were involved  in application of

weedicide/insecticide.

ltis evident from Table  that more number of women were involved in weeding and crop protection
from families holding more than 10 acres of land, both for vegetables as well as for food grain.
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‘////T’/ﬁngforfoom;ops was more for cu_ﬂingl
in harv near threshing floor. Involvemen

3. 6. Harvesting t of women
that l'nvolvemeﬂ y e roduce ' .
Table 6 reveals e than in transporungnﬂ:erzs of picking vegetables, cutting undesirab|q

. i f .
staking and disposal of Was le crops was more |

. . b

women in harvesting vegeta
parts, washing vegetables and grading them.
an 2.5 acres was maximum for transporting the

i ss th
imclvement of women fom smal holdg 1 " farm families holding more than 10 acres of jang,
ber of women from larger size of land holding

ini m

harvested crop to threshing floor and mmlfnum fro
ved maximum num . o it
less than 2.5 acres of land for veg ps.

Supervising labour/children invol ” .
families and nil for women from families holding

3.7. Threshing i small bundles of harvested
ivities li ' bundles and handling over

Threshing includes sub-activities like opening up : _ ) _

cro;)es t': i;rson operating and threshing, grain collection and filling containers, storage and disposal of

waste, hand threshing and supervising. Women were involved in all of these activities..

Size of land holding wise rajority of those doing physical work of opening up bundles and handling

them/or feeding the thresher were form families holding less than 2.5 acres of land. No one from
families holding more than 10 acres of land was involved in the activity of feeding thresher.

3. 8. Storage

Storage of food grain crops includes sub-activities like transporting grain to storage room, putting: into
storage bin/room and women were involved in all of these. All of the women who were involved in
storage of food grain were in terms cleaning the storage bin/room. More number of women (71%) were
involved in putting grain into storage bin, once the produce reaches home, than in transporting grain to

storage place were holding wise more of those involved in transport grain from fields. Size of land
grain to storage place were from families holding less

holding wise more of those involved in transport
ed in fumigation of storage bin/room decreased as

than 2.5 acres of land. Number of women involv
the size of land holding increase.

3. 9. Marketing

3.10. Procurement of Seeds ang Fertilizers
t:: :’h“;" :;;EZ:V ;’;" :gm“;:ov?h‘lo”tsffje ;the village for purchase of seeds and fertilizers is much less
are involved in Purchasing seeds anq feri illage i
; , . ertilizers from the village itsef.
:;Z";TUESF;?::?%&&ZI WOT,en were rntzo.lved N procurement  of seeqs and fertilizers from families
g - dCTes of land and minjmym, from families holding above 10 acres of land
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3.11. Storage of Seeds and Fertilizers '

Storage of seeds and fertilizers includes storage and seeq treatment and women were involved in

both of these activities. Maximum percentage of wome,
) n Involved | ili
fom families holding above 10 acres of . n seeds and fertilizers storage were

3.12. Maintenance of Implements
Maximum involvement of w?men was in storage and cleaning of implements whereas In the case of
:qreaslng 'lhe im‘plements minimum  number of women were involved. More number of women were
|r.wolved in ’ maintenance of implements from families holding size of land below 2.5 acres and as the
size of holding increases women's involvement in this activity decreases,

4. Conclusion

The study has shown that large majority of women were involved in all agriculiural operations for food
grain as well as for vegetable crops production except in some sub-activities in the case of land
preparation and marketing. However, level of participation was different for sub-activities of different
agricultural operations.

Size of land holding category wise contribution of women in terms of proportion in total labour force
and time spent for most of the activities both for food grain crops and vegetable crops remained the
same but nature of work changed i.e, as the farm size increased involvement of women in physical

work decreased.and in supervising work increased.
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